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St. Mark Parish
18033 15th Place NE
Shoreline, WA  98155

www.saintmarkshoreline.org
(206) 364-7900

December 13, 2020

Reverend Jacob Maurer, Pastor

Parish Offi ce
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm
(206) 364-7900
(206) 367-3919 (fax)
18033 15th Place NE
Shoreline, WA  98155

School Offi ce
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm
(206) 364-1633  (206) 367-3919

Sunday Mass
8:30 am & 10:30 am

Weekday Mass
Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday:  9:30 am
Wednesday:  6:30 pm

Confessions
Wednesday-Friday:  5:00 pm
Saturday:  3:00 pm 

Or, call Father Maurer for an appointment



parish information

Pastor

Rev. Jacob Maurer | (206) 364-7900 ext. 101

Pastoral Assistant for Administration & 
Stewardship
Todd Chapman | (206) 364-7900 ext. 106
toddc@saintmarkshoreline.org

Pastoral Assistant for Liturgy & Parish Life
Veronica Olson | (206) 364-7900  ext. 108
veronicao@saintmarkshoreline.org

Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation
Kirk Altenhofen | (206) 364-7900 ext. 105
kirka@saintmarkshoreline.org

Administrative Assistant
Laura Lynch | (206) 364-7900 ext. 100

Facilities Maintenance Manager
Carlos Odicino | (206) 364-7900 ext. 110
carlos@saintmarkshoreline.org

St. Mark Parish School
(206) 364-1633 www.stmss.org

St. Mark Parish School Principal
Kathy Keck | (206) 364-1633
principal@stmss.org

St. Mark Parish Preschool
(206) 363-7100

St. Mark Parish Website
www.saintmarkshoreline.org

The Week Ahead

Sunday, December 13
Sunday Mass, Pro Populo, The Third Sunday of  Advent
8:30 am, Mass, Church
10:30 am Mass, Church

Monday, December 14
9:30 am Daily Mass, Church (Maria Moraleja, RIP)

Tuesday, December 15
No Morning Mass

Wednesday, December 16
5:00 pm Confessions, Church
6:30 pm Daily Mass, Church (Victor Scarpelli, Sr., RIP)
7:00 pm Faith Matters, Church

Thursday, December 17
9:30 am Daily Mass, Church (Augusto Subaran, RIP)
5:00 pm Confessions, Church
7:00 pm St. Mark School Christmas Concert, Online Only

Friday, December 18
9:30 am Daily Mass, School Only, Church (Aurelio & Africa Hilo, RIP)

5:00 pm Confessions, Church

Saturday, December 19
No Morning Mass
3:00 pm Confessions, Church

Sunday, December 20
Sunday Mass, Pro Populo, The Forth Sunday of  Advent
8:30 am, Mass, Church
10:30 am Mass, Church

Stewardship as of  December 6, 2020 for 
Fiscal Year July, 2020-June, 2021:

Weekly amount needed: $17,310
Last Week Collection: $16,854
Year to date needed: $398,130
Actual given year to date: $341,095
Difference: (57,035)
Online Giving:
Total givers: 98
Amount given online: $8,012



 Mass Schedule for the Christmas Season 

 
 

Thursday, December 24th  – Christmas Eve 

Christmas Vigil Mass:  6:30 p.m. (no incense) 
Christmas Mass at Midnight:  12:00 a.m. (no incense) 

 

Friday, December 25th  – Christmas Day 
Christmas Mass at Dawn:  8:30 a.m. (no incense) 

Christmas Day Mass:  10:30 a.m. (no incense) 
 

Feast of  the Holy Family 
Sunday, December 27th Masses:  8:30 a.m. (no incense) 10:30 a.m. (no incense) 

 

Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God 
Thursday, December 31st Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. (no incense) (no 9:30 a.m. Mass)  

Friday, January 1st Mass:  10:30 a.m. (no incense) 
 

Solemnity of  the Epiphany of  the Lord 
Sunday, January 3rd Masses: 8:30 a.m. (no incense) 10:30 a.m. (no incense) 



From the desk of  the pastor

Why Do CatholiCs Do that?
+ JMJ +

December 13, 2020

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.
Cf. Phil 4: 4-5

In his December 8th 
apostolic letter Patris 
Corde, Pope Francis has 
declared a jubilee year in 
honor of  Saint Joseph, 
as we celebrate 150th 
anniversary of  his being 
made the patron saint of  
the Church.

A plenary indulgence is available to the 
faithful - details are included in the next page 
of  the pastor’s insert. At Saint Mark parish, 
we will celebrate this jubilee year by 
praying the prayer “To you, O blessed Joseph” 
after all Masses (see printable insert). May we 
honor Saint Joseph and ask for his prayers

Additional times for 
confession are now 
available at Saint Mark 
parish during Advent! 
Throughout the 
season (ending on Wednesday, December 
23) the sacrament of  reconciliation will be 
available every Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday evening—this will be in addition to 
the regularly scheduled Saturday afternoon 
confession times.

Advent 2020 confession schedule:
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

5:00 pm—6:00 pm
(Wed., Dec. 2, 2020 to Wed., Dec. 23, 2020)

“The spirit of  the Lord God is upon me”

Who among us would dare to make this 
proclamation, uttered first by Isaiah and 
later echoed in the proclamation of  Mary to 
Elizabeth at the visitation? By what justification 
could we have audacity to lay claim to the 
honor of  being so blessed by the Lord?

John the Baptist has the answer: the baptism of  
the One for Whom he prepares the way - not 
simply a baptism of  water, but with the Holy 
Spirit! 

Though Isaiah and 
Mary were blessed 
in ways unique 
to their vocation, 
we legitimately 
proclaim even 
greater blessings 
- we who have 
regular access to 
the sacraments, 
for many of  us the 
majority of  our 
lives. The spirit 
of  the Lord God 
truly is upon us.

Perhaps we need to flip the script in our minds: 
how could we dare not to proclaim God’s 
goodness, how could we have the audacity not 
to proclaim His wondrous goodness to us?!

This gaudete (rejoice!) Sunday, may we be 
heartened and emboldened to do just that.

- Father Jacob Maurer



From the desk of  the pastor

Why Do CatholiCs Do that?
+ JMJ +

- Father Jacob Maurer

December 13, 2020

Dear friends,

Last week we summarized the core questions 
around the moral issues of  using vaccines. We 
briefly touched on the Church teaching that 
vaccines are safe, moral, and indeed part of  
our responsibility as Christians.

This week we touch on a more general but nonetheless common worry - are vaccines safe to use? 
Especially in recent years there has been much speculation about a potential link between vaccines 
and illness, particularly autism. In its 2017 Note on Italian vaccine issue, the Pontifical Academy for 
Life reiterated that vaccines are safe and effective.

One name that often comes up in this area is Dr. Theresa Deisher. Dr. Deisher is to be especially 
lauded for her efforts to support an ethically sound vaccine to replace the current MMR (Measles, 
Mumps, and Ruebella) vaccine, which has direct ties to fetal stem cells obtained from abortion. 
However, where Dr. Deisher loses credibility - and in fact finds herself  in opposition to the 
Pontifical Academy for Life (among other voices) - is in her assertion that vaccines cause autism. 

This claim has been addressed many times over, but for those who would like to dive into the 
details around why this assertion is false, I recommend the series started by the contributors of  
the blog ‘Rational Catholic’ (Part I & Part II are currently available, along with supplementary 
articles linked at the conclusion of  each part). Both knowledgeable & faithful, the writers at 
Rational Catholic highlight many of  the errors in Dr. Deisher’s studies and conclusions. 

Taking in the facts of  vaccine safety, may we also pray for the peace of  the Christ in our hearts.
          - Father Maurer

“From the clinical point of  view, it should also be 
reiterated that treatment with vaccines, despite the very 
rare side effects (the events that occur most commonly are 
mild and due to an immune response to the vaccine itself), 
is safe and effective. No correlation exists between the 
administration of  the vaccine and the onset of  Autism.”

- Note on Italian vaccine issue, Pontifical Academy for Life

Reference documents
Dignitatis Personae (On Certain Bioethical Questions), Congregation for the Doctrine of  Faith, 
2008 - https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_
doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html

Moral Reflections on Vaccines Prepared from Cells Derived from Aborted Human Fetuses, 
Pontifical Academy for Life, 2005 https://www.pdcnet.org/C1257D43006C9AB1/file/
B3945E0E17A0025085257D94004A597D/$FILE/ncbq_2006_0006_0003_0145_0154.pdf

Note on Italian vaccine issue, Pontifical Academy for Life, 2017 http://www.academyforlife.va/
content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html



From the desk of  the pastor

Why Do CatholiCs Do that?
+ JMJ +

- Father Jacob Maurer

December 13, 2020

In his December 8th apostolic letter Patris Corde, Pope Francis has declared a jubilee year in 
honor of  Saint Joseph. With this jubilee year comes an opportunity for the Christian faithful to 
receive a plenary indulgence. Although the Apostolic Penitentiary has not yet released an English 
translation of  their instructions, the following is a rough translation of  the relevant instructions:

Plenary indulgence is granted under the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic 
communion and prayer according to the intentions of  the Holy Father) to the faithful who, in 
a spirit detached from any sin, participate in the Year of  St. Joseph on occasions and in the way 
indicated by this Apostolic Penitentiary.

Those who do one of  the following:
- meditating for at least 30 minutes in the prayer of  the Our Father or who participate in a 
spiritual retreat of  at least one day that include a meditation on Saint Joseph 

- following St. Joseph’s example, perform a work of  bodily or spiritual mercy

- pray the holy rosary in families and among the bride & groom

- entrusts his work daily to the protection of  St. Joseph and to every believe who invokes with his 
prayers the intercession of  the worker of  Nazareth

- pray the litany of  St. Joseph (for Latin tradition), or the Akathistos to St. Joseph, in whole or 
at least part of  it (for byzantine tradition), or some other prayer to St. Joseph, typical of  the 
other liturgical traditions, for the persecuted Church ad intra and ad extra and for the relief  of  all 
Christians who suffer all forms of  persecution

- pray any prayer or act of  piety legitimately approved in honor of  St. Joseph, for example “To 
you, O Blessed Joseph” [printable prayer insert included in the bulletin - Fr. Maurer], 
especially on March 19 and May 1, feast of  the Holy Family of  Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the 
Sunday of  St. Joseph (according to Byzantine tradition), the 19th of  each month and every 
Wednesday, the day dedicated to the memory of  the Saint according to Latin tradition.

In the current context of  health emergency, the gift of  plenary indulgence extends particularly to 
the elderly, the sick, the dying and all those who for legitimate reasons cannot leave their home, 
who, in the spirit detached from any sin and with the intention of  fulfilling, as soon as possible, 
the three usual conditions, in their own home or wherever the impediment holds them back , 
pray an act of  mercy in honor of  St. Joseph, comfort of  the sick and patron saint of  good death, 
confidently offering God the pains and difficulties of  his life.
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Fold in half & cut along the line for 
two double-sided prayer cards
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parish EVENTS & NEWS

Daily Mass & Confessions Cancelations
 † Daily Mass is canceled Saturday, December 19 (note: 

3:00 pm Confessions are not canceled)
 † Daily Mass is canceled Saturday, December 26
 † Daily Mass is canceled Monday, December 28
 † Daily Mass is canceled Wednesday, December 30
 † Daily Mass is canceled Thursday, December 31

2020 St. Mark Parish Giving Tree
Like so many other things in 2020 our Giving Tree is 
different this year.

This is what we can still do: drop a check made out 
to St. Mark with a notation on the memo line of  2020 
Giving Tree, or put cash into an envelope marked 2020 
Giving Tree and drop either in the collection baskets 
today (December 13), or drop either into the slot next 
to the parish offi ce door. You can also make a donation 
through our secure online giving site, just choose 2020 
Giving Tree, here’s the link https://www.osvonlinegiv-
ing.com/149/DirectDonate/77455 . 
The elves will do the rest!

All donations are due to the parish offi ce by 
Monday, December 14.

Thank you for all you do to support our community.

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of  the least of  these 
brothers and sisters, you did for me.”

The Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God
We will have a vigil Mass for the Solemnity of  Mary, 
Mother of  God on Thursday, December 31 at 5:00 pm.

Mass the day of  the solemnity will be Friday, January 1 
at 10:30 am.

Refl ection
Jesus says, “come to me, all you who labor and are burdened 
and I will give you rest.”                                   (Matthew 
11:28) 

Rest in Christ and ask Him to help you share His peace 
with others.

Watch the Live-Streamed Ordination of  
Permanent Deacons
Saturday, December 19 at 10:00 am
Virtually join the ordination of  21 Permanent 
Deacons for the Archdiocese of  Seattle
Please join us for the live-streamed ordination of  21 
permanent deacons including St. Mark’s own Kirk Alten-
hofen. This will be the fi rst class of  permanent deacons 
ordained for the Archdiocese of  Seattle since 2012. 
The discernment process for this class began in 2015.
Due to Covid restrictions this celebration will be live-
streamed only. Please go to the Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/ArchdioceseofSeattle or 
watch via Vimeo at https://vimeo.com/event/521293 
or through the archdiocese’s website at  http://www.
seattlearchdiocese.org/.

Lessons & Carols Service
Friday, December 18, 7:00 pm
You are cordially invited to a service of  Lessons & Carols 
presented by over 250 students from the Catholic high 
schools in the Archdiocese of  Seattle. Please join this 
message of  hope and peace during this Advent season. 
We can join the live-stream on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/ArchdioceseofSeattle.

A very special thank you to the choir directors and their 
singers for the countless hours of  singing, practice and 
love of  music that they have poured into this generous 
Advent gift to all of  us.
 

If  you have any questions please email Alison Seaton at 
aseaton@forestridge.org

Parish Prayer Intentions

For the ill...

Maxine Dion, Myron Miller, Betty Jean Scott,
Jim & Virginia Helbling, Mary Wittinger

For the deceased...

Marita Beltran, wife of  Greg Beltran
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St. Mark Parish Faith Matters Program
We have an upcoming Faith Matters session, Wednesday, 
December 16 following the 6:30 pm Mass. It will be a 
tour of the church in-person just after Mass. 
If you have not yet participated in Faith Matters, but 
would like to (we would love to have you), please contact 
Kirk Altenhofen in the parish offi ce. 

Monthly Community Rosary at the 
Affi rmation of Life Memorial
This month our community Rosary opportunity will be 
on the Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday, December 27 
after the 8:30 am Mass at the Affi rmation of Life 
Memorial. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to at-
tend (face coverings are required) this event is hosted by 
our Knights of Columbus and Respect Life. 

Gaudete Sunday
The third Sunday of  Advent is Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete 
is Latin for rejoice. Now, we shift our focus from “the 
Lord is coming” to “the Lord is near.” This week we 
hear John the Baptist tell the crowds who have come to 
see him about the “one among you whom you do not 
recognize.” (John 1:26).
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas in a way we have 
never before, these words speak to our need to recognize 
Jesus among us even now. We can slow down, pray a 
little more and create space to receive God’s joy in unex-
pected ways. Perhaps God is using this challenging time 
to bring us closer to Him and to one another. 

He is truly near - and so, let us rejoice!

St. Mark St. Vincent de Paul Society
St. Vincent de Paul wants to thank St. Mark parish for 
your generous support of  the Christmas basket program 
of  2020. 
Our St. Vincent de Paul society will deliver over 70 
packages of  food using the services of  our North City 
Safeway grocery store. Your generosity helps our neigh-
bors in need during a special season that is magnifi ed by 
the challenges of  the pandemic. 

Your local conference of  the St. Vincent de Paul Society wishes you 
and your families a blessed and holy Christmas.

St. Mark Catholic Classical School
Christmas Concert 
The students have been working very hard preparing 
their parts for the annual St. Mark Catholic Classical 
School Christmas Concert. The concert will be recorded 
December 17 and then posted on the school website and 
our Facebook page for us to enjoy anytime at home. The 
school website can be found at https://www.stmss.org/

Support St. Mark Catholic Classical School
Did you know that Amazon will donate 0.5% of  each 
qualifi ed purchase we make to our school? All we need 
to do is use http://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0635560 
when logging on to our Amazon accounts. Amazon 
Smile has the same products and there is no additional 
charge to us, just cash back for our amazing school!

The 2021 Calendars Have Arrived
The 2021 calendars have arrived courtesy of  Beck’s 
Tribute Center.
They are available in the parish offi ce Monday-Thursday 
from 8:30 am until 4:00 pm. 
After Sunday masses parishioners can also pick up a cal-
endar from one of  the volunteers in the church vestibule 
as long as they last. Thank you Beck’s!

“For God is the king of  all the earth; sing praises with a psalm! 
God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne!”
                                                                 ~Psalms 47:7-8

Frequently Requested Numbers
Boy Scouts: Dennis Halpin (206) 365-1971
Knights of  Columbus: Greg Insley (206) 271-4599
St. Vincent de Paul Helpline: (206) 767-6449
Queen of  Heaven Guild: Sylvia Ebert (206) 419-3115
Funeral Volunteers: Gini Harmon (206) 364-6834
Marriage Help: Retrouvaille (206) 706-2608
Holyrood Cemetary: (206) 363-8404
Beck’s Funeral Home: (425) 771-1234
Harvey Funeral Home: (206) 632-0100
Marian Caskets: (206) 463-6245
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The Saints and  
the Eucharist
Go, then, to Communion, my chil-
dren; go to Jesus with love and confi-
dence; go and live upon Him, in order 
to live for Him! Has not the Divine 
Savior said, “Come to Me, all you that 
labor and are burdened, and I will 
refresh you”? Can you resist an invita-
tion so full of love and tenderness?  
Do not say that you are not worthy 
of it. It is true, you are not worthy of 
it; but you are in need of it. If Our 
Lord had regarded our worthiness, he 
would never have instituted His beau-
tiful Sacrament of love: for no one in 
the world is worthy of it…. Do not say 
that you are sinners, that you are too 
miserable, and for that reason you do 
not dare to approach it. I would as 
soon hear you say that you are very 
ill, and therefore you will not take any 
remedy, nor send for the physician.

For Reflection
What really happens at Mass? 

Do I participate in the Mass with 

my whole being—mind, heart, 

voice, and body? 

Does my participation in the liturgy 

make a difference in my life?

 

Through the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection, 
God has redeemed us. This is the very heart of the Good News 
which the apostles proclaimed and which the Church proclaims 

today. This free gift of God gives meaning to our lives: Indeed, “our 
birth would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed” (from 
the Easter Proclamation, Roman Missal). And through the liturgy, this 
great work of redemption is ongoing. In the liturgy, Christ continues 
to act on our behalf. When the Church gathers to celebrate Eucharist, 
something happens: Christ, truly present, acts through, with, and for 
us, continuing the work of redemption.

The faithful express the mystery of Christ. The liturgy is not some-
thing the priest does and the people passively receive. As Catholics, 
liturgy is the very language we speak. Gathering to celebrate the 
liturgy Sunday after Sunday is our primary means of coming to know 
Christ and of expressing that mystery through the offering of our  
time and devotion. Our gatherings in turn reflect the mystery of 
Christ, who acts through us in the world today. Through our conscious 
participation in the Eucharist, we learn to live in closer communion 
with Christ.

 

Archbishop Paul D. Etienne
 The Work of Redemption: Eucharistic Belief and Practice in the  
Archdiocese of Seattle
Read the whole pastoral letter at NWCatholic.org

The liturgy is not something  
the priest does and the people  
passively receive.

#YearoftheEucharistSeattle

EBollard

St. John Vianney  
(1786-1859)

http://www.nwcatholic.org/features/nw-stories/the-work-of-redemption
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ARCHIE’S
PLUMBING
SERVICE

206-364-8401
COMPLETE PLUMBING

WATERHEATER - REMODELS 
Parishioner Since 1962 • Senior Citizen Discount

(425) 771-1234
405 5th Ave. S. Edmonds

Trusted Funeral and 
Cremation Professionals

Renew tabs quickly online @
Tabs4You.com or 

KuntharaAutoLicense.com
You can buy tabs from any agency 

no matter where you live!
Tabs are mailed the same business day!

14920 Hwy 99, Ste. 120
Lynnwood, WA 98087

425-742-0621 • STM Parishioner

Kunthara Auto License
Serving the Greater Seattle area for over 25 years

Serving Catholic Families
since 1928

Thomas Harvey
(206) 632-0100
harveyfuneral.com

Gentle Professional Care

FAMILY DENTISTRY
19718 68th Ave W  #G
Lynnwood, WA 98036

Parishioner              425-778-6677

JOSEPH S. VAN MIEGHEM, D.D.S.

*100,000 Satisfied Customers

206-783-4129
425-455-1310

“The Plumber 
People Recommend”

www.fischerplumbing.com 40 Years of Integrity and Skill

"A PLACE TO FEED THE SOUL"

KIRKLAND 425.825.8222 � KENT 253.520.0695 
www.AlleluiaCatholicStore.Com

Service and New Efficient Systems

www.fischerheating.com

206-783-1190
425-974-1003

Guaranteed work!  
“Ask your neighbor!” 
40 Years of Integrity & Skill

425-771-3515
www.HaiderConstruction.com

ROOFING l REMODELING l DECKING

Leo Van HoLLebeke

(206) 427-2424 |  leo@soldbyleo.com
www.SOLDbyLeo.com

aSk Me.

Do you have questions 
about real estate?

St. Mark Parishioner

(206) 362-7447 • www.seagym.com

Classes•Camps•Indoor Playground

Use your phone camera
to read the QR code to 
learn more about me
and my real estate 

“Happy clients are referring clients!”

Assisting Home 
Buyers and Sellers

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University alum 1984

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@cbbain.com
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St. Mark Parishioner since 2009
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Paul M. Sundberg
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“Happy clients are referring clients!”
Assisting Home Buyers and Sellers

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@ccbain.com
PaulSundberg.coldwellbankerbain.com

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University Alum 1984

Since 1961 Family Owned

206-363-8797
www.bulgerlock.com

Ballet, Hip Hop, Jazz, Tap & more

Adults, Teens, Kids
Wedgwood Magnolia
Greenwood Shoreline

Pizza, Pasta & Ribs

Plus other yummy

delectables at our

Family Friendly

Neighborhood Restaurant 

21110 76th Ave W

Edmonds

425.771.7955

romeosedmonds.com

Enjoy

AUTO REPAIR SERVICES

WHY CHOOSE US?
• Best Materials
• Every Job is Personal

• Professional Standards

1211 NE 175th St. • 206-361-2641

  Taqueria ToñitaTaqueria Toñita
Tacos,quesadillas, burritos, tortas,Tacos,quesadillas, burritos, tortas,
Carne Asada , Chile Relleno & More!Carne Asada , Chile Relleno & More!

Take-Out 10:00am-6:00pm  Mon-Sat.Take-Out 10:00am-6:00pm  Mon-Sat.

Call: #206-966-0923 (Order)Call: #206-966-0923 (Order)
6827 Bothell Way NE (Order & P/U)6827 Bothell Way NE (Order & P/U)


