Fifth 5undag of [ astere APril 24,2016

MASS INTENTIONS

STEWARDSHIP 2015-16

The Sunday Collection through 4/17/2016

Sun. | Apr. [ 24 | Sunday Masses
Weekly |Last Week's| Needed Actual Surplus
Mon. [ Apr. [ 25 | No Morning Mass Amount | Collection | Year to Given Year to Date
Needed Date Year to
Tues. Apr. 26 | For the repose of the soul of: Dat
Robert Struble+ ate
| $ 15,137 $n/a $ $ $
Wed. | Apr. | 27 | For the repose of the soul of: Af Online |# Online Givers Amount Collected Online:
Mary Margaret Olson+ Giving All Funds: $
Thurs. | Apr. [ 28 [ NO MORNING MASS (Judy McBroom moved
to May 31) CALENDAR
Fri. | Apr. | 29 | For the intentions of:
e Bachler Family Sun.|4/24/16 | Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast after
Sat. | Apr. | 30 | For the repose of the soul of: all Sunday Masses —save the date!
janovich+
Dorothy Jovjanovich Respect Life Rosary, 10 am, Affirmation of Life
Sun. | May 1 | Sunday Masses Monument n/o church
Mon. [May | 2 |No Morning Mass Mon. |4/25/16 |Family Rosary, 6:30 pm, Church
Tues. May 3 | For the repose of the soul of: BOy Scouts, 7 pm, Cafeteria
Robert Scarpelli+ . . .
Light Weigh, 7 pm, Cafeteria
Wed. May 4 | For the repose of the soul of:
Elsie Demers+ Tues. |4/26/16 | KofC Officer Mtg, 7 pm
Thurs. [ May 5 | For the repose of the soul of: Adult Confirmation, 6:30 pm, Parish Center
David Nielsen+
St. Vincent de Paul, 7:30 pm, Library
Fri. May 6 | For the repose of the soul of:
Evangeline “Vangie McDermott” Best+ Wed. [4/27/16 |First Communion, 6:15 pm, School
Sat. | May [ 7 [For therepose of the soul of: St. Gianna Molla Reading Group, 7 pm, Parish
Patrick Leach+ Center
Thurs. |4/28/16 | Bible Study, 7 pm, Sullivan Hall
AFTER MASS HOSPITALITY IN SULLIVAN HALL
April 24—The Semi-annual Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast is Sat. 4/30/16 | Feast of St. Mark/Multicultural
here. Be sure to come and support our boys. Dinner, 6 pm Gym
May 1—This is School Ministry Sunday; the school will be Sun. | 5/1/16 | First Communion, 9 am Mass
serving donuts, celebrating First Communion, and reading in
Rel-ed, 10:10 am, School Classrooms
Mass.
Third Order of Mary, 1 pm, Parish Center
FREQUENTLY REQUESTED NUMBERS
Boy Scouts: Dennis Halpin (206) 365-1971 Mon. [5/2/16 Family Rosary, 6:30 pm, Church
Knights of Columbus: Jim O’Sullivan (206) 832-7231 - s/3/16 Confirmation. 7 Sullivan Hall
. ues. onfirmation, 7 pm, Sullivan Ha
St. Vincent de Paul: Mary Kay Snedden (206) 364-7900 P
Heaven Guild: Barbara Arnesen (206) 940-5010 Adult Confirmation, 6:30 pm, Parish Center
Funeral Reception Volunteers: Gini Harmon St. Vincent de Paul, 7:30 pm, Library
(206) 364-6834
Marriage Help: Retrouvaille (206) 706-2608 Wed. [5/4/16 Heaven Guild, 11:30 am, Sullivan Hall
Seniors & Friends: Judy Parsons (206) 367-1714 St. Gianna Molla Reading Group, 7 pm, Parish
Holyrood Cemetery: (206) 363-8404 Center
Beck’s Funeral Home: (425) 771-1234
Harvey Funeral Home: (206) 632-0100 Thurs. |5/5/16 Bible Study, 7 pm, Sullivan Hall
Marian Caskets: (206) 463-6245; mariancaskets.com Fri. 5/6/16 | School Play  see ﬂyer in bulletin
Sat 5/7/16




When We Don't See God Clearly
by Chris Hazell

Once a widowed friend of mine shared with me her experience of witnessing God’s presence in her life. Her
eyes gleaned of a vague sadness, though her wizened smile emanated joy. Despite a life of tremendous
difficulty and suffering, she maintained a luminous peace. She recounted how when walking once by herself
along the beach she prayed for God to make his presence known. She desired ardently for God to make visible
what she believed with resolute faith — that he was ever-present. As soon as she finished her modest petition a
silver dolphin breached the surface of the ocean exactly where she was gazing. I watched her reclaim the
memory with delight. She smiled at me with bright and wide eyes.

It’s easy, though, to be dismissive. I could feel the temptation surfacing just like that marine harbinger she had
spotted to shrug it off as a favorable coincidence with smug skepticism. But she knew otherwise with
steadfastness and calm that couldn’t be questioned. The more she spoke of her love of God, the more I knew
she had indeed seen his face on the boardwalk that day. Our ability to choose how we see in this life is a great
mystery. We have been given frightening power. We can choose to gaze at the shadow of God and spot his
presence “indistinctly as in a mirror” —or turn a blind eye. We can choose to see the intricate and beautiful
marks of creation and identify them as God’s fingerprints —or not.

If we delve into any great realm of study with the aim of uncovering truth —science, philosophy, art, theology,
and so on—with a critical and honest eye, there is an underlying sense of order, a metaphysical reality that
speaks to a transcendent mind. However, this truth still crouches behind a veil just opaque enough to let us
shuffle God beyond the periphery if we want. One’s miracle can just as easily be another’s coincidence.

The American author and essayist, Annie Dillard, won a Pulitzer Prize for her nonfiction narrative Pilgrim at
Tinker Creek, which explores God’s presence embedded within creation. Dillard ventures the seemingly
paradoxical notion that God’s presence in the world is not limited to certain distinct recesses of creation, but
rather is spread out over everything with such majesty that we’re unable to take it in with a single look —God’s
presence becomes subtle because it’s too grand for us to comprehend in fullness:

“It could be that God has not absconded but spread, as our vision and understanding of the universe have
spread, to a fabric of spirit and sense so grand and subtle, so powerful in a new way that we can only feel
blindly of its hem.”



I wonder if the problem isn’t that God’s radiance shines too weakly; perhaps on the contrary, it shines so
radiantly that our eyes —unfortunately quite accustomed to darkness —are struck blind. Actively looking for
God in our lives requires a type of double vision. We must see the physical and ordinary of our world while at
the same time the metaphysical and extraordinary. If we can do this, then we can successfully manage the day-
to-day of our concrete world while simultaneously journeying as pilgrims on that mystical path toward
heaven. If we take the time, we can see God’s grace overlaid on our natural lives like dappled flowers in a
field. The people we meet, the gifts and blessings we have, the sufferings that bear fruit at the dawn of

spring —we can choose to see all of these things as instances of God’s presence and grace.

Ron Hansen, the acclaimed writer and Catholic deacon, speaks of this idea in his collection of essays, titled, A
Stay Against Confusion. He explores the power of narrative and myth in calling attention to the union
between the seen and unseen, the physical and the spiritual:

“We have a tendency to separate heaven and earth, soul and body, mind and matter, the unseen and the
seen...”

Although we have such an inclination, we can’t ever wholly eschew instances of mystery and wonder in our
lives.

“We act on premonitions, inklings and perplexing needs. Who among us have held time in our hands? And
yet we know we are changed by it. Our lives are filled with mysteries and miracles, coincidences, hunches, and
revelations, feelings that have no basis in anything we can put a finger on.”

I think Hanson echoes something that’s undeniably human: the sheer mystery and complexity of our existence.
We can enter more fully into this mystery by choosing to accept and embrace it every minute of our lives. Each
moment affords us the opportunity to glance the fleeting shadow of God, like a playful Father hiding from his
children to create a sense of crescendoing awe and mystery. Do we acknowledge the unadulterated beauty of a
melting sun at dusk, the compassionate embrace of a beloved friend, the inestimable sacrifice of God in the
humble form of the Eucharist?

Or do we focus on the ugly and distorted in this world instead with a moribund myopia? Or worse, do we not
look at all? We can consign beauty as a perplexing consequence of consciousness that renders a vague
evolutionary advantage; we can look only at the flawed in others as opposed to the sacred; we can keep our
eyes fixed ahead as if in a brittle, refusing to look at any semblance of the divine in our midst.

It's no different than sauntering over to your car, turning on the ignition, and realizing you've made it to your
destination without any memory of the commute. Except instead of a sixty minute commute, it’s a sixty year
lifetime. It takes an active looking and seeking to witness God’s presence in our world. As Christ asks, "Do you
have eyes and not see ears and not hear?"

We can see God peeking out from behind the ordinary by taking time to be grateful for what we have. We can
see God by taking time in prayer —real, honest and committed time spent with Christ—to discern how he has
touched our lives with the miraculous. We can see God by actively looking for the face of Jesus in others.
Seeing the Kingdom of God cannot be done passively — the pearl of great price must be actively sought.

There are times in life when Christ is transfigured before us and we see the majesty of God clearly and
undeniably, but most of the time we are invited to behold the subtlety of God with eyes of faith. We must
approach our lives as the three wise men did the manger, with a humility and quietness that allows us to see
Christ incarnate in our world. For if we look hard enough, we’ll come to see that nature is but God’s canvas,
and strangers but our brothers and sisters.



A TIME TO HEAL...physically, emotionally, or spiritually

Gerry Antonich, cousin of Rose Buckley; Natalie Hogan, friend of Veronica Olson
Lorraine Hoag, mother of Jay Hoag; Nicholas Vucetik, cousin of Rose Buckley
Arlynn Anderson, mother of Jenna Holloway
Alfredo Escalona; Jeffrey Insley, brother of Greg Insley; Erik Wyss, son-in-law of Margaret and James Acheson
Dean Daniels; Patty James, friend of Philip Grandaw; Vernon Bergstrom, brother-in-law of Philip Grandaw
Carol Bettinger, mother of Rebecca Anderson; Barbara Arnesen
Hugo Draye; John Burdett
Noah Lovett, grandson of Cindy Schneider; Margaret Dotsch, mother of Michelle Dotsch

A TIME TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY IN THE MILITARY

SN Alexander Thorne, USN, son of John and AnnaLise Thorne
Ist Lt. Owen Stratton, USA, son of Tom and Cory Stratton
Andrew T. Kerrick, Airman 1** Class USAF, grandson of Connie Hanson
Ensign Dylan Thomas Jessum, USN, grandson of Tom and Mary Pat Lord
LCPL Isaiah Thorne, USMC, son of John and AnnaLise Thorne
David Leitzen, SPC, US Army, nephew of Teresa and Elenor K. Schoen
Annika Jensen, IT3, USN, daughter of Paul and Maryjane Jensen
Taylor Amundsen, USAF, grandson of Mary Amundsen; John E. Eaton, S/Sgt USMC, grandson of Evelyn Combe
Bryant McDaniel, USAF, nephew of James and Lynn Ronald; Michael Angelo Silang, USN
Mark Anthony Silang, USMC; Matthew Johnson, USAF, grandson of Helen Bradley
Christopher Abele, ITC (SW/IDW) USN, son of Steven and Janet Abele
Nathan Keiffer, Airman 1st Class, USAF, son of Nigel and Cheryl Keiffer
Zachary Sharp, USAR, grandson of Nigel and Cheryl

A TIME TO MOURN...

David Nielsen, father of Brian Nielsen
Evangeline “Vangie McDermott” Best

“May He support us all the day long, till the shades lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is
over, and our work is done. Then in His mercy may He give us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last."
J. H. Cardinal Newman

PRAYER REQUESTS Each week we offer prayers for the ill and deceased of our parish family. If you want
someone mentioned in the prayers in the Sunday Masses, please call the Parish Office. We also have a Prayer
Intention book in our parish. It can be found in the church on the podium to the left of the Pieta statue (which is just to the left of the
main exit doors). This is a place where you can write down the concerns of your heart, either for your loved ones or for the world at
large. If there is an immediate need for prayer that you want in the bulletin, please continue to call or email your request. Even if
you do not have a prayer request, please stop by and see what prayers are needed by your parish family.



ANGELORUM PREGNANCY SERVICES
Angelorum, dba Next Step Pregnancy Services, is a life-
affirming medical pregnancy center in Lynnwood. Last year we
helped nearly 4000 people with pregnancy tests, ultrasounds,
and assistance with baby items. Our 2016 Auction is on June 11
at St. Alphonsus Parish in Seattle.

Tickets for our auction and catered dinner by Twelve Baskets
Catering are $50 each or a table of 8 for $360. To register or
for more information, please call Kathy at 425 329 4569 or go
to our website at www.angelorum.org. We are accepting auc-
tion donations until May 18,

LIFE CHAIN NEEDS YOU!

Starting this coming May 1 and all subsequent first Sundays of
cach month, Myron Miller will be leading a Life Chain at the
corner of 99 and 220 Street in Edmonds. Signs are available and
the only thing missing is you. Volunteer to stand up for life for
an hour or so. The Chain will occur between 2:00-3:30 pm.
You can be the best witness there is to make people stop and
think about life. Myron has done this by himself...he needs
some help. Be there! Questions? 425-643-1246

PERPETUAL ADORATION

Perpetual Adoration, ongoing at St. Mark parish for over 25
years, is the practice of praying in front of the exposed Blessed
Sacrament. It is a meaningful way to strengthen your prayer
life and deepen your personal relationship with Jesus

Christ. Please consider sacrificing one hour of your week to be
with our Lord and Savior. We currently have the following
hours open:

Thursday 2-3 pm  Friday 2-3 am

Sat 8-9am  Sun 7-8 pm

LIGHT WEIGH ONE KING PROGRAM-
DATE CHANGE & Details

God has the answers for our weight, food struggle
and all temptations! Take your struggles to the
King! Light Weigh One King meets at St. Mark on
Mondays from 7 — 8: 30 pm in Sullivan Hall. Plan
now to join our next session which will start on
June 6. Light Weigh One King is a 12-week Catholic
Bible Study DVD program recommended by priests, doc-

tors, nurses & Prevention Magazine for weight-loss and
health. There are no weigh-ins. View the Light Weigh Ori-
entation video at: Www.lightweigh.comfand click
on Light Weigh One King Orientation Video on
the right side of the screen, halfway down. If you
are interested in joining our parish group call Re-
becca at 206-718-1205 or email her at becster-
bear(@gmail.com to order your program materi-
als and join this life changing program! We need
to order the materials on or around May 23 and

the group requires at least three members.

Parish Mission Statement
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded

you. And behold, I am with you always, until
the end of the age.”” - Matthew 28:19-20

Parish Vision Statement
“They devoted themselves to the teaching of
the apostles and to the communal life, to the
breaking of the bread and to the prayers. Awe
came upon everyone and many wonders and

signs were done through the apostles...they ate
their meals with exultation and sincerity of
heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all
the people. And every day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.” -
Acts 2:42

ST. MARK CONFERENCE

March, 2016 MONTHLY PARISH REPORT

# of families in St. Mark helped by St. V.de P----evveeeeeeeee 45
# of individuals helped by St. Mark St. V.de P --oeeeeeeeeees 104
families/individuals referred =~ coeorreeeeeiin 4/4
Cash Expenditures
Rent ..o $ 550
Light ... 2,756
Utilities ... 377
Banking Fees ................cc 17
Gas Cards.....c..ooviiiiiiii 50
Safeway food & Rx.........ccooooiiiiii, 300
Auto Insurance..............coociiiiiiiiii 128
Total Expenses:..........ccoooeeiiiinniiiinn. $ 4,178
Income Received
Meeting collections ...................... $ 76
Poor Box Donations ...............cccoeeeiiinnan 28
Envelope Collection ........................... 4,347
Total Income .......ooovuiviiiiiiiiiiiinn, $4,451
NetIncome........ooiviiiiiiiiiii $273
In-kind Assistance
Boxes/bags of food & supplies...................... 6/57
Religious Pamphlets, etc.................... 6
Bags/boxes of diapers ...................... 2

8 Boxes of fresh produce to Carmelites/Box of sheets and quilts to a
client/ $30 Fred Meyer gift card to client/Easter baskets for 61 families
Thank you to all who donated or helped with Easter Baskets! Please feel
free to donate anytime during the month in the collection basket, or for
non-perishable foods, the basket in the vestibule. Please give generously
to your brothers and sisters in need. We can always use: diapers size 5
and 6, baby wipes, paper towels, toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap,
bar soap, shampoo, cleaning products, toothpaste, and....canned fruit,

peanut butter, jelly, bags of rice, bags of beans, sugar, flour.




The FEANT of Sain Mark

Saturday, April 30th 6:00pm—38:00pm
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Saint Mark Parish invites you to our FIRST Annual

FEAST of Saint Mark!

We are celebrating our diverse culture within our Parish Family with a Potluck
Feast, and an evening of music, dancing, and performances by some of our many
talented parishioners; it’s perfect for the ENTIRE family!

Bring a dish (or more!) representing your heritage to share with everyone and
join in parish fellowship; let us provide the beverages!

A-H: Side Dish
[-P: Main Dish s & B

Q-Z: Dessert
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Derformances
Admission:
Iriday May ¢th at 7 pm Adults: $0

Sﬂtu rday MMay 7th at 3 pIM seniors: $7

Students: $5
Children under 9: FLFE



